Abstract
The USA National Phenology Network (USA-NPN; www.usanpn.org) serves science and society by promoting a broad understanding of plant and animal phenology and the relationships among phenological patterns, climate, and environmental change. Data collected by citizen and professional scientists through Nature's Notebook -a nationalscale, multi-taxa phenology observation program -serve USA-NPN's strategic goals of advancing science and informing decisions. The National Phenology Database currently houses over 10 million phenology observation records; these data are being used in a rapidly growing number of applications for science, conservation and resource management. In addition, the USA-NPN produces and freely delivers maps of both historic and contemporary, short-term forecasts of accumulated growing degree days and spring onset dates (based on the Extended Spring Indices) at fine spatial scale for the conterminous United States. These data products have utility for a wide range of natural resource planning and management applications, including scheduling invasive species and pest detection and control activities, determining planting dates, anticipating allergy outbreaks and planning agricultural harvest dates.
